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In presenting the first issue of the 
"Journal of Agriculture" in its new form, 
it is with profound sorrow tha t we 
chronicle the passing of the Hon. Garnet 
Barrington Wood, M.L.C., Minister for 
Agriculture and the North-West, who 
died suddenly during a Cabinet meeting 
on January 2. The change of policy in 
the presentation of this Journal was 
keenly supported by the late Minister, 
and only a few hours before his death he 
had promised to write a foreword to the 
first issue, which was to have appeared 
on this page. 
A quiet-spoken and kindly man, with a 
well-developed sense of humour, Mr. 
Wood's warm human friendliness gained 
him not merely respect, but a deep and 
lasting affection from all who were privi-
leged to know him and work with him. 
An able administrator, he faced the 
many problems of his office fortified by 
a keenly receptive mind, a generous 
measure of sturdy commonsense and an 
inflexible honesty of purpose. 
Happiest when he could avoid the lime-
light, he seldom stood on ceremony and, 
scorning to hedge himself about with the 
barriers beloved of lesser men, he was one 
of the most approachable Ministers this 
State has ever known. Keen-minded and 
far seeing, he never hesitated to forsake 
the beaten track for the more difficult 
pathways to achievement, nor would he 
sacrifice the principles in which he be-
lieved, in order to court political popu-
larity. 
As Minister for Agriculture he inaug-
urated a period of rapid progress in ex-
tending the work of his Department. 
Aided by the buoyancy of the State's 
finances and an unprecedented era of 
rural prosperity he extended the experi-
mental work of the Department of Agri-
culture on its existing research stations 
and on experimental plots over a wide 
area of the State. New research stations 
came into being, one on the Esperance 
Plains, where some dynamic development 
THE LATE MINISTER 
has already taken place, and another at 
Bramley in the dairying belt of the South-
west . Yet another research station was 
established to aid the poultry and market 
garden industries, a plot of land for the 
purpose being acquired adjoining Herds-
man Lake. 
The formation of a North-West Branch 
in the Department of Agriculture paved 
the way for valuable research and advisory 
work in those areas, and Mr. Wood 
enthusiastically furthered the extension 
side of the Department's work throughout 
the State by the appointment of a large 
staff of instructors and district officers 
to strengthen the link between the agri-
cultural scientists in the research field 
and the practical farmers. 
Mr. Wood was largely responsible for 
the inauguration of the Agricultural Pro-
tection Board in this State which should 
herald a new era in the control of ver-
min, insect pests and noxious weeds. Un-
sparing of self, he continued to work at 
high pressure despite indifferent health, 
and his death was undoubtedly hastened 
by the fact that for many years he con-
sistently placed duty ahead of personal 
well-being. 
In his magnificent contributions to the 
agricultural development of his native 
State, Mr. Wood has left an imperishable 
monument to his ability and devotion to 
duty. The man has gone but . . . . 
HIS WORK ENDURES 
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2 i „ ^ ; r , ^ L f r a m n P ' , , l n d l c a t e d ^ t n e » * t that Mr. Crooks (standing in front) Is 6ft 
21n. m height. There is still plenty of hard work ahead before the paddock is completely cleared 
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